22–24 SEPTEMBER 2020
BLENHEIM PALACE

Salon Privé Concours d’Elégance
presented by AXA

Owner’s Programme

YOUR INVITATION TO THE 15 T H EDITION OF THE
SALON PRIVÉ CONCOURS D’ELÉGANCE, 22–24 SEPTEMBER
This year we will welcome you to a rather different

all subjected to the high scrutiny of the ICJAG judging

Concours’ experience at Salon Privé. Many challenges

team, this time from afar.

have besieged us all since the onslaught of COVID-19
and we are all having to adapt, so adapt we will, but in
the forefront of our mind will be the safety and wellbeing of everyone attending the event. Your safety is our
priority and will not be compromised.

Whilst the judging is serious and entirely transparent,
the Salon Privé atmosphere is decidedly and uniquely
relaxed. Concours events must be fun and engaging
and this is where Salon Privé takes you to new heights in
the Concours’ world. Prepare to be entertained beyond

Coming Together, Keeping Apart is a message you

your wildest expectations, with driving tours, a world-

will see across the event, as a raft of social distancing

class Concours Show Field, a Blenheim Palace Social

measures come into play during your time with us at

Distancing Gala Dinner, and of course an opportunity to

Blenheim Palace. But, social distancing does not mean

meet new friends and old ones as you spend your day

you cannot enjoy Salon Privé for what it is; the glamour,

on the Palace lawns.

the excitement, the stunning classics and of course
a glass of Pommery Champagne, there is much fun to
be had, some would argue more than ever, this year at
Salon Privé. Remember, it is events that keep the
Concours’ community united, but we must do so, and

I sincerely hope you will join us with an entry and add to
this wonderful and very different automotive occasion in
September 2020.
With kind regards,

can do so, at a distance. Let us join forces and Come
Together whilst Keeping Apart this year at Salon Privé,
Blenheim Palace.
Slightly later this year—in early Autumn—Salon Privé will
take over Blenheim Palace and host one of the world’s
major Concours events. Collectors will show their very

Andrew Bagley

latest restoration project or timeless unmolested classic,

Concours d’Elégance Chairman

‘Britain’s Greatest Palace’

BY HIS GRACE, THE 12 TH DUKE OF MARLBOROUGH

My family and I are delighted to be hosting the UK’s most exclusive automotive
garden party, Salon Privé, at Blenheim Palace once again.
As committed petrol heads ourselves, we look forward to this annual treat
with great anticipation. As it has done previously, Blenheim Palace will provide
a magnificent setting for you to relax, socialise and enjoy the glamour of this very
special occasion.
We are delighted to welcome guests from all over the world and hope that you all
have an unforgettable visit, enjoying not only the event but also the surrounding Park
and Gardens; the perfect backdrop for the 15th Salon Privé.
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Covid-19 Secure at Salon Privé
YOUR SAFET Y FIRST
It has always been our endeavour to create an intimate, relaxing sociable occasion without the
crowds normally associated with motoring events and we have achieved this by creating a secure and
private enclosure with restricted daily entry. No other event operates in the same way and it is this
unique format that will enable us to adapt, providing a safe and enjoyable environment where guests,
sponsors and exhibitors can come together safely, whilst still observing social distancing guidelines.
Come late September, some of the measures outlined below may be unnecessary, but we plan for now
and ease or tighten them as policy dictates. This is how we plan to make Salon Privé 2020 a Covid-19
Secure event:• Temperature Testing on arrival

• Multiple Bars to remove queuing

• Isolation Room and Medical Team on-site

• Wine waiters to top-up Champagne and drinks

• Increased distancing between each brand
allowing free movement around the event
• Multiple Food points to remove queuing
• All Dining Areas with tables positioned 2m

throughout the day
• Gloves and masks readily available on tables
as well as at Bar and Food collection points
• Hand Sanitiser at all guest points

apart
We are going to great lengths this year to ensure that you and your guests have an event to look
forward to and so we will continue to monitor Government guidelines and amend accordingly.
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The Peninsula Classics
BEST OF THE BEST AWARD

Now established as one of the world’s most elite Concours, Salon Privé will
once again join ‘The Peninsula Classics Best of the Best Award’ in February
2020, as one of its partner Concours.

Among the top automotive accolades in the world, the award, sponsored by
The Peninsula Hotels, brings together the most prestigious ‘Best of Show’
winners, ultimately crowning one as the ‘Most Exceptional Classic Car’,
presented at an exclusive party held at the breathtaking The Peninsula
Paris.
This year, the car entered from Salon Privé is the stunning 1948 Talbot-Lago
T26 GS Fastback Coupé, our 2019 Concours d’Elégance ‘Best of Show’.

Judging
SALON PRIVÉ CONCOURS D’ELÉGANCE
PRESENTED BY A X A
Newly introduced to Salon Privé in 2019, the International Chief Judge Advisory
Group (ICJAG) are pioneers in the world of Concours’ judging, focusing on originality
and authenticity. We believe our Concours should be judged by the very best in
the world, something we strive for together, with many of the ICJAG Jury boasting
judging tenures at the world’s most prestigious Concours.
All cars are arranged in Classes to assure adjudication is fair and consistent, with
judging teams presiding over each, allocated according to their particular expertise.
All judging is undertaken in line with ICJAG guidelines, meaning only the Chief Class
Judges, Chief Judge and President of the Jury are involved in selecting the Best of
Show, with no external inﬂuence from organisers or sponsors.
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Classes
2020 SALON PRIVÉ CONCOURS D’ELÉGANCE
PRESENTED BY A X A
Championing transparency and legitimacy, the Salon Privé Concours d’Elégance
is arranged in classes to ensure all cars are judged fairly and in the appropriate
company.
We are delighted to confirm the classes for 2020 as below.
•

Veterans at the Palace

•

Pre-War Touring (Open)

•

Pre-War Touring (Closed)

•

Post-War Sports Racers

•

Celebrating 110 years of Alfa Romeo

•

Post-War Touring (Open)

•

Post-War Touring (Closed)

•

The Legendary Prancing Horse

•

Milestones of Endurance Racing

•

Classics of the Future
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CONCOURS EXPERIENCE
GALA DINNER

PEOPLE'S CHOICE

Owner’s Package
YOUR SALON PRIVÉ CONCOURS EXPERIENCE

Providing three days’ all-inclusive hospitality for you and a guest, the Salon Privé
Concours d’Elégance Owner’s Package is tailored to look after you from start to ﬁnish.
Beginning with a glorious one-day Tour Privé, private lunches, afternoon teas, Kick-Off
cocktail parties and a fantastic Gala will delight you at every stage.
The Owner’s Package (for two) is £3,500 and includes: Tour Privé, Tuesday 22nd September
• Tour Breakfast; Drivers’ Luncheon; Private English Afternoon Tea on arrival at
Blenheim Palace
Salon Privé Concours d’Elégance Judging Day, Wednesday 23rd September
• Concours car entry; four full-hospitality tickets to Salon Privé Concours d’Elégance
presented by AXA; Private Luncheon and English Afternoon Tea
• Two tickets to the Concours Gala presented by AXA, in the presence of The Duke
and Duchess of Marlborough
Salon Privé Ladies’ Day/Best of Show Announcement, Thursday 24th September
• Two full-hospitality tickets to Salon Privé Ladies’ Day by Boodles; Luncheon and
English Afternoon Tea
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Tuesday 22nd September
DAY ONE
TOUR PRIVÉ PRESENTED BY A X A
Tour Privé is a jovial and spirited adventure through the English countryside. Taking
our classics out onto the open road, as they were intended, is the perfect opening to
your Salon Privé Experience.
The day will begin with breakfast before heading up to Blenheim Palace for a Drivers’
Briefing. Setting off from the Palace's magnificent Great Court is a fitting start, with
the first mile’s drive through the grounds, before heading out onto the open road via
Ditchley Gate.
Our lunch stop is Wiltshire’s stunning Grittleton House. Nestled nearby the delightful
town of Chippenham, this Grade II Listed building houses the Shipp family, who
graciously welcome Tour Privé to their home for a second year. Amongst 35 glorious
acres of private formal gardens you will be treated to a delicious feasting lunch
of British picnic treats, summer salads and sumptuous puddings, with a few other
surprises along the way!
The second leg will take us back to Blenheim Palace and to the AXA Pavilion for
Concours registration where English Afternoon Tea is served for you and your
fellow tourers.
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Tuesday 22nd September
‘KICK- OFF’
COCKTAILS IN THE GL ASS HOUSE
Later that evening, we will welcome you back to the Palace for a ‘kick-off party’ with
cocktails and canapés in The Glass House. A new addition for 2020 and situated on
the Duke’s private croquet lawn, this usually out-of-bounds, jewel in the crown location
boasts views across the Duke’s private Italian Gardens. The Glass House itself is a
beautiful towering structure, constructed from an ornate, curved, anthracite steel frame
– a show-stopper to say the least.

Itinerary
09:00 15:00

Car Drop-Off And Registration

17:00

Hotel Check-In in Woodstock (if applicable)

18:30

Kick-off Cocktails and Canapés

20:00

Close
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Wednesday 23 rd September
DAY T WO
SALON PRIVÉ CONCOURS D’ELÉGANCE PRESENTED BY A X A
Our highly-esteemed ICJAG Judges will be performing their judging duties on
Wednesday morning, with Class Awards and the official Concours Parade coming at
the end of the day.
Your daytime dining is all prepared and taken in the AXA Sponsor Pavilion.
Concours Hosts (assigned per class) are ever-present to look after you throughout,
keeping you well-informed of all the day’s itinerary.
Itinerary
07:00

Show Field opens to Entrants

08:00

Formal ICJAG Judging begins

1 1:00

Pommery Champagne Reception

12:00

Luncheon is served in the AXA Pavilion

14:00

Official Concours Parade and Trophy Presentation

16:00

English Afternoon Tea is served in the AXA Pavilion

17:00

Salon Privé closes
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Wednesday 23 rd September
DAY ONE (cont.)
CONCOURS GAL A PRESENTED BY A X A
If you choose to attend, we'd be delighted to welcome you to join us for the Concours
Gala on the evening of Wednesday 23rd.
The evening, filled with spectacular food, company and entertainment, will be the
perfect close to your first Concours Day. The AXA Pavilion which will be transformed
into something very different to your experience earlier that day; now a completely
new oasis.
Your fellow entrants will join you in what promises to be a celebratory high-point of
your Concours experience.
Itinerary
19:15

Courtesy Shuttle from Woodstock to Blenheim Palace
(runs until 20:15)

19:30

Welcome Drinks Reception in the AXA Pavilion

20:30

Dinner is served

22:00

Carriages
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Thursday 24th September
DAY THREE
SALON PRIVÉ L ADIES’ DAY BY BOODLES
(BEST OF SHOW ANNOUNCEMENT)
Thursday is a more relaxed day for our entrants, free from the pressures of judging,
yours to explore the lawns at your leisure. Excitement will build in the afternoon as
Special Awards are announced, culminating in the ultimate ‘Salon Privé Best of Show’.
On Ladies’ Day, style and shopping are ever-present, with everything from super
and classic cars to hats and handbags for you to choose from – discover for yourself
what sets Salon Privé apart from other Concours. You will once again be invited to
join AXA for Luncheon and English Afternoon Tea is taken on the Palace Lawns.

Itinerary
07:00

Show Field opens to Entrants

11:00

Pommery Champagne Reception

12:00

Luncheon is served

14:00

Honorary Awards Presentation

15:00

Concours Winners Parade and Best of Show Ceremony

16:00

English Afternoon Tea is served in the AXA Pavilion

16:45

Concours Grand Depart
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Staying in Woodstock
WOODSTOCK AND HOST ACCOMMODATION

With cobbled streets and ivy-covered cottage walls, the quaint market town
of Woodstock is picturesque to say the least. For the duration of Salon Privé Week,
every café, pub, tavern and restaurant is full to the brim and buzzing with life
and enthusiasm.
Nestled right in the centre of it all is The Bear, our host hotel, reserved exclusively for
Concours entrants, judges and sponsors. Whilst accommodation is not included in
your Owner’s Package, we do encourage you stay at The Bear, taking advantage of
our Hotel Concierge Service to assist with reservations.
One of the finest 4-star hotels in Oxfordshire, The Bear offers a slice of luxury in the
heart of the countryside. Sited in what was once a 13th century coaching inn, the hotel
combines history and culture with exceptional facilities.
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CONTACT
For further details on the Owners’ Package and to discuss our
Concours Concierge service, please contact: Sian Keen - Concours Concierge
T: +44 (0)1753 827 633
M: +44 (0)7795 213 361
E: SianK@salonpriveconcours.com
Andrew Bagley - Concours Chairman
T: +44 (0)1753 827 601
M: +44 (0)7768 876 333
E: Andrew@salonpriveconcours.com

Performance Events Limited, 57 Victoria Street, Windsor, Berkshire SL4 1EH
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